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	Necole Schmitz 

   Artist Statement



I often begin my work by writing down my perspective about incidents that have occurred in my life and drawing as I write, much like the way the way one remembers snapshots of scenes or images.  From these stories I focus on the parts that have most affected me.   My recent group of work is taken from a week spent with my family following the death of someone close to me.  Using this journaling technique helped me to get past some of my preconceived ideas and see that people’s feelings are very complex and are influenced by many outside forces.  
 I feel that sometimes very dark things often have an element of humor or absurdity.  When I paint I use broad brushstrokes to depict my immediate impressions and then move on to focus on exploring parts that need fleshing out as I develop a deeper understanding of the subject.  For me the best moments in painting are the simple, direct representation that results from the physicality of the paint, moments of light and definition that seem to appear almost by accident in a smear of colors together.   My work often shows that second before an action when the kinetic energy of the subject is at its peak.  I want viewers to be able to find parts of the image that they can really be drawn into through the construction of depth and space.  It is important for me to keep paintings and drawings open and changeable up to their completion, for this reason I generally work on every area of the painting at once.    
Because I have recently relocated to London from the United States, I suddenly have a very different paradigm from which to view my place of birth.  Because of this distance, my current body of work deals largely with events and environments from the United States.  Through this work I am exploring the feelings of family duty, guilt, and the themes of religion and nationality in relation to my personal experience as filtered through memory.  I believe that memory and perception are very powerful and misleading so they often prevent people from understanding one another.  Because I feel that most experiences are to some degree universal, I hope to challenge viewers’ perceptions about the people they interact with and hopefully point out the humor and complexity that bind us together.

