Biog

I am British artist of Vietnamese descent currently based in Japan. I received a Bachelor’s degree in Intellectual History & French at Sussex University in 1987 before going on to study an MA and PhD in Photography at the University of the Arts, London. Between 2006 and 2010 I was employed as an assistant professor at the University of Tsukuba , teaching photography, design and critical theory. My photography focuses on examining historical and cultural narratives, and, by extension, the social construction of reality and self-identity. 
Contact: j_l_tran@yahoo.co.uk

Website: www.jltran.net
Solo Exhibitions

Second Nature, Sydney College of Art. 3-28 June 09

No Place Like Home, Omotesando Galerie, Tokyo. 1 – 13 Sept 08. Official event UK Japan 2008

No Place Like Home, Tsukuba University Art Space, Tsukuba. 01 June - 03 Aug 08

Second Nature, Shimin Gallery, Tsukuba. 19 - 29 Nov 07

Return To Fairyland, Omotesando Galerie, Tokyo. 17 - 29 Sept 07

LANDHOUSEHOME, Memories Gallery, Tsukuba. 18 June - 14 July 07

Return To Fairyland, Chelsea College of Art & Design, London. 19-23 Sept 05

Utamakura Sites, Japan Foundation, Toronto, Canada. 8 May - 8 July 04

Utamakura Sites, Pitshanger Manor Gallery, London. May – June 2001 

Sponsored by Yakult UK Ltd. Official event Japan 2001 Festival

Utamakura Sites, OP Photogallery, Hong Kong. Feb-March 1999

Utamakura Sites, Asuka Historical Museum, Japan. November 1998

Sponsored by Toshiba Foundation, Asuka Historical Museum, Daiwa Foundation, Sasakawa Foundation.

Vietnam Night & Day, Studio Theatre gallery, London. September 1996

Rotten Suns, Islington Arts Factory, London. February 1996

Sponsored by Ilford

Selected group exhibitions

Global Cities, Tate Modern, London. June - Aug 07

10th International Architecture Exhibition, Venice Biennale. Sept - Nov 06

Dislocation, Volkswagen Fotogalerie, Hong Kong. June - July 04

inbetweenandunderneath, Century Gallery (curator and exhibitor), London. March 02

MA show, Arts Pavilion, Mile End, London. Nov 2001

Papers & gallery talks
30 July 09
The Lives of Artists, Life of the Work: Art and Bodies in Movement (panel convener 

and speaker), 4th International Conference on the Arts in Society, Venice, Italy

21 June 09
‘This is our Second Homeland, our Paradise’: Visions of Manchuria in the Colonial 

Imagination. Asian Studies Conference Japan (Association of Japanese Studies), 

Sophia University

12 June 09
How Not to Appreciate Art, Kobe University, Japan
3 June 09
Observations, Sydney College of Art

22 Sept 08
Originality, Authority and Amateurism: Contemporary Art Practice and Japanese 

Higher Education (panel convener and speaker), 12th European Association of 

Japanese Studies International Conference, Salento University, Lecce
11 July 08
Light and Disharmony: Japanese Taishō Pictorialism as Social Discourse. 


Photographies: new histories, new practices, Australia National University, 


Canberra


20 May 08
The Future of Food: Comparing Japanese and British Food Culture. The Future of 

Food, international workshop, University of Tsukuba

17 March 08
Nostalgia and the Japanese Landscape. St Louis University, Madrid campus

28 Sept 07
UK Higher Education Funding for the Arts: an Overview. Keynote speaker, 


International Symposium on University Art Practice and Research Funding, 


University of Tsukuba

9 July 07
Seeing and Nothingness: Considering Kansei in the Production and Reception of 

Photography.


International Symposium on Kansei Engineering, University of Tsukuba 

3 Oct 05
Return to Fairyland: The Use of Nostalgia in the Creation of Japanese Landscape.



Department of Art History, University of Oxford

26 June 04
The Functions of Nostalgia in Meiji-period landscape photography. Victoria & Albert 

Museum, London

8 May 04
Utamakura Sites. Japan Foundation, Toronto

27 Feb 04
Fairyland Revisited: Reflections of Paradise in Post-Bubble Japan. University of 

Coimbra, Portugal

12 Nov 04
The Work of Kyoichi Tsuzuki. Photographer’s Gallery, London

15 June 01
Utamakura Sites. Pitshanger Gallery, London

01 May 88
The Tet Offensive and Implications for the New Left. London School of Economics

