                                                              LIFE = ART

Manola Maiani (artistic career)

Born on 29th August 1973 in Florence, she began to study dance by accident (looking for a course of rhythmic dance) at the age of ten years with the teacher Cinzia Vannini, former prima ballerina at the Theatre Regio of Torino, pupil of teacher Brenda Hamlin. 

At the age of thirteen years she decided to attend the Technical Surveying Institute, because of her already present desire to “build” brick by brick. During these years of studies she observed that her teachers of artistic subjects were not well prepared and unable to convey notions about art, whereas the teachers of scientific subjects had great knowledge, an adequate education and capable to transmit secrets she was interested in. 

At the age of 17 years her mother dies, after two years of suffering for an intestinal tumor, and she had a serious conflict with God (before she went to church every morning, for an immense delight she found in the rituality of the ceremony, which she hadn’t found anywhere else). She stopped entering any kind of church, attending Communion and started to study passionately Western philosophy. 

After the A-level diploma she decided to subscribe for the faculty of engineering, not only for her inborn vanity, but also because science seemed to her the only subject having sure answers, giving proof of it by its feasibility. Moreover, because it’s not since a long time ago that women have access to these type of studies in the history of civilization. Therefore she decided to take advantage of the chance of being born after the industrial revolution.

During the studies of Civil Engineering (to build, to construct!) she concluded her studies of classical dance, receiving the diploma with the highest marks at the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing of London, founded in honour of Maestro Enrico Cecchetti. After having obtained also the diploma for teaching at the same institution, she started to study jazz dance and contemporary dance. 

Not being satisfied with the teaching of the subject architecture at the faculty of Engineering in Florence, in 1998 she decided to take 10 exams on architecture of her university career at the Escuela Tecnica Superior d’Arquitectura in Barcellona, participating in the European exchange program Erasmus. In Barcellona she also had for the first time a direct contact with contemporary art and continued to take dance lessons.

In 2002, back in Florence, she graduated from the university in Civil Engineering, after 2 years of work on a thesis about urban planning with Professor Architect Oswald Zoeggeler. Already in her thesis, in the chapter “Multidisciplinary Reflections Focusing on Self-Positioning” (ital.: “Riflessioni multidisciplinari al fine di autoposizionamento”), she declared: “My myth is the energy and my rite is the dance”.

Immediately after graduation from university she collaborated at the studio of Architect Andrea Ponsi, student of the famous Architect Adolfo Natalini, fascinated by the sincere poetry of his installations at the realization of his first personal exhibition at the Faculty of Architecture in Florence. Afterwards she decided to travel to the dessert of Arizona and to collaborate in the environmental community managed by Architect Paolo Soleri (HYPERLINK "http://www.arcosanti.org" www.arcosanti.org), an urban laboratory in progress. There, maybe for the first time, she had a serious experience with her “Within”, the essence which belongs to her. At Arcosanti she got in touch with different subject that still fascinate her: ceramic workshops, foundries, ecological laboratories of various levels, management of waste, wastewater, sun-energy, passive heating and cooling systems, domotics, etc. 

She returned to Italy because she was selected to participate at a Master on urban development organized and financed by the European Community in collaboration with the Politecnico of Milan. In this period she continued studying contemporary dance at the Teatro Carcano of Milan, specializing in the Graham technique. She concluded the master with highest marks, carrying out an internship at the office of structural town planning of the Municipality of Florence, and in the same period she started teaching dance at the Accademia di Danza Classica (Academy of Classic Dance) of Florence, the same school which she formerly attended as a student. 

The working environment in the public office did not meet her personal objectives, therefore she decided to subscribe for a course about environmental technicians in order to deepen the subjects which she had discovered in Arizona and at the same time she took the exam for admission to the Florence Art Academy. 

After passing the entry exam to the Art Academy, she choose the specialization in sculpture and worked for a living as environmental consultant for several planning studios and enterprises. In the meantime she continued her dance studies working with Simona Bucci, Carolin Carson, Renato Greco, VictorLivtinov, Charlotte Zerbey, Alessandro Certini, Susan Sentler, Mark Alan Wilson, Monica Francia, Virgilio Sieni. Simone Sandroni. She attended also courses about the Laban method with Lorella Rapisarda, about the Feldenkrais method, under the guidance of Robert Bozarth and about Butho dance with Atsushi Takenouchi and Kan Katsura. 

Three years ago she stopped the freelance activity as consultant, after having deepened, as much as she felt necessary, enormous themes such like science, technique, technology and their “not entirely understanding”, and has come back to the body, to herself, to the daily science. 

At present she is president and artistic director of the school where she had studied (HYPERLINK "http://www.centrodanzatersicore.it" www.centrodanzatersicore.it) as a child and where she obtained the diploma several years ago. She has convinced herself that culture and education can start more easily from small realities rather than on superior levels, where the interpersonal networks can become easily tangled up and make you easily loose the thread. 

At her school she invites every two years professionals of international fame (whose work she appreciates) to examine her students and her work on movement: in June 2006 Mauro Astolfi and in June 2008 Marco Berrettini ( www.marcoberrettini.org ).

After the participation at the International Performance Contest of Trento (Premio Internazionale di Performance di Trento) in summer 2006 with the performance “D’anza d’Italia: live”, she was selected by the Studio d’Ars ( HYPERLINK "http://www.dars.it" www.dars.it) to participate in the collective of artists “1975-2006: Cinquecentesima Mostra allo Studio d’Ars” (= 50th Exhibition at the Studio d’Ars) in Milan in November 2006.

Together with a group of independent artists she participated in summer 2006 at various performances of urban improvisation with dancers guided by Cinzia Avesani and musicians directed by Mirio Casottini (HYPERLINK "http://www.miriocasottini.com" www.miriocasottini.com): with this group she participated in the festival Arezzo Wave and danced at Siena, Arezzo, Buonconvento (Siena), San Quirico d’Orcia (Siena). The activities of the group are still continuing. 

In the same summer she participated also in the buscher festival in Ferrara with the Compagnia Punto Zerto of Giacomo Sacenti. 

In summer 2007 she participated at the performance “Rumore Bianco” (= White Noise/Sound) at the Festival delle Meraviglie at Dolo close to Venezia, created by Gerardo Lamattina and Monica Francia. 

On 11th September 2007 she organized the collective installation at Piazza Signoria in Florence (www.11settembre2007.wordpress.com).

Since March 2007 she has been collaborating with the cultural association “Altro Diritto”, where she gives free lessons about body education at the juvenile prison of Florence. 

Since September 2008 she has been teacher in Ravenna (only province in Italy that has courses of body/emotional education within the public school career) at a primary school following the CorpoGiochi method, inspired and monitored personally by Monica Francia (Associazione Cantieri). 

In March 2008 she was chosen by Romeo Castellucci (Societas Raffaello Sanzio) for the INFERNO production, on which she is still working. 

In April 2009 her artistic performance SalvaSpazio is selected by the Association Sosta Palmizi (Giorgio Rossi and Raffaella Giordano) in the pre-selection for the event SPAZIO GIOVANI ARTISTI TOSCANI (= Space for Young Tuscan Artists) taking place in May in Livorno.

In December 2009 she is chosen by the friend and artist Giuseppe Dambrosio as a dancing model in his photographic installation “The Flight of a Muse”, exposed at the the Museo Ideale di Leonardo da Vinci at Vinci, during the international art exhibition “Joconda, from Monnalisa to the nude Gioconda”. 

She continued her work within the juvenile prison in Florence in the project “The game of self” by working as a volunteer for the Volunteer Association Penitentiary, deepending the possible topics such as ‘inside’ and ‘outside’.

Association with other rights (http://www.altrodiritto.unifi.it) from 2011 she is in the project “The key to a smile” personally following the section “Culture is the body” within the juvenile prison in Florence. The project receives the Medal of Part Representation by President of Italian Republic Giorgio Napolitano to the social value of the initiative.

In September 2010 she took part collective exhibition ART OF POWER: THE ENERGY OF IDEAS in Paradise Gardens of the Biennale in Venice (www.concilioeuropeodellarte.org) with her firt performance in video “Homaqge to Space”.

In the winter of 2011 she founded the I AM HERE creating the first production ON-LINE with which the group (the other artist of the group was Claudia Perrone http://claudepr.tumblr.com) looks out for the first time the reality of the Italian Festival of the Dance field of research.

In May 2011 is selected for a group exhibition at the Art Gallery of Prato, near Florence; the Gallery Die Mauer.

On March 8, 2012 she completed her studies at the Accademy of Beauty Art in Florence, in the sculpture, with a thesis entitled A.A.A.CERCASIPERFORMANCE, obtaining the highest marks.

In May 2012, ending a five-years training course of the Body System games (http://corpogiochiascuola.org/pages/divulgazione.htm), designed by Monica Francia, at the association Yards (http://www.cantieridanza.org) in Ravenna.

In the September she interrupted her experience as a volunteer at the juvenile detention center in Florence, to focus more on his art projects.

In March 2013 the views and her credentials, is appointed by Alkis Raftis (http://sites.google.com/site/italiancidunesco/information/alkis-raftis) member of the International Dance Concil, the highest organ for Dance (http://www.cid-portal.org) certification UNESCO also teaches at the school in Florence.

She works as contemporary dancer when she finds projects to which she instinctively is attracted, she collaborates with dance groups where she periodically feels affinity. 

For the rest she conduct her ‘sound research’ independently. She is a performer.
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